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Finding  a  book  at  Sweet  Briar  is  a 
simple  process:  You  go  to  the 
Library,  and  if  it  is  not  there  you 
know  that  you  must  either  send  for  it 
or  get  yourself  to  another  library  that 
has  it.  Finding  one  in  Oxford  is  another 
matter:  You  know  that  the  book  is  al- 
most sure  to  be  somewhere  in  the  City. 
But  in  what  library? 

Looming  over  them  all  is  the  Bodleian, 
one  of  the  world's  great  libraries.  Bod- 
ley's  librarians  have  over  four  million 
books  in  their  care,  and  they  are  as- 
siduous in  helping  you  to  locate  them. 
All  the  same,  you  may  be  sent  outside 
the  Old  Library  to  the  New  Bodleian, 
the  Radcliffe  Camera,  or  one  of  the  four 
dependent  libraries  for  what  you  need 
— still  under  the  umbrella  of  the  Uni- 
versity, but  possibly  a  long  walk  away. 
Then  there  are  the  various  faculty  li- 
braries, run  by  what  we  call  departments 
for  students  studying  their  subjects; 
they  tend  to  be  up  to  date  in  works  that 
undergraduates  need.  Scattered  more 
widely  through  the  City  are  the  college 
libraries,  thirty-five  or  more  of  them. 
Their  main  function  is  to  serve  the  stu- 
dents in  the  college,  but  some  also  are 
repositories  of  rare  treasures.  When  I 
read  Johnson's  Lives  of  the  Poets  in  my 
undergraduate  days,  I  read  them  in  my 
college's  first  edition. 

Of  course  Oxford  libraries  do  not  re- 
main a  maze  for  long  if  you  are  serious 
about  your  subject.  You  soon  find  out 
where  most  of  the  books  that  you  might 
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be  interested  in  are,  and  go  there  to 
read.  One  of  my  former  students  was 
happily  settled  into  Campion  Hall  last 
spring,  working  her  way  through  Gerard 
Manley  Hopkins'  unpublished  writings 
and  refusing  the  good  brothers'  offers 
of  ashtrays. 

I  was  in  Oxford  during  1977-1978 
studying  women  and  literature  in  Eng- 
land between  1660  and  1860,  which 
means  that  I  had  to  read  literature, 
social  history,  and  law.  The  literature 
was  the  easiest  and  most  pleasant,  since 
the  English  Faculty  Library  is  housed 
in  a  new  and  handsome  (though  over- 
heated) building,  and  also,  unlike  the 
university  libraries,  allows  its  readers 
to  check  books  out.  It  does  a  fine  job 
of  giving  undergraduates  in  English 
works  that  they  need,  and  it  may  in- 
terest Friends  of  the  Library  to  know  it 
provides  two  copies  of  each  of  the  Ox- 
ford English  Novels  that  the  Friends 
have  just  agreed  to  buy  for  Sweet  Briar; 
one  copy  circulates,  and  one  remains 
in  the  Library  for  reference. 

I  used  the  Bodleian  mainly  to  read 
social  history  and  law,  which  usually 
entailed  working  in  the  Upper  Reading 
Room  of  the  Old  Bodleian.  The  build- 
ing is  a  pleasure  in  itself.  The  Divinity 
School  and  Duke  Humfrey's  original 
medieval  library  form  a  wing  to  the 
west,  and  around  the  Schools  Quad- 
rangle are  three  floors  of  Renaissance 
splendor  inspired  by  Sir  Thomas  Bod- 
ley's  efforts  in  the  seventeenth  century 
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to  re-establish  the  Library  after  the  de- 
predations of  the  Reformation. 

A  readers  first  step  is  to  consult  the 
Catalogue,  which  occupies  an  entire 
floor  on  the  south  side  of  the  Quad- 
rangle. No  file-drawers  of  cards  here; 
the  entries  are  written  (often  by  hand) 
on  slips  pasted  into  a  bound  volume  — 
volume  after  volume.  It  becomes  na- 
tural to  work  with  these  tomes  spread 
out  before  you,  and  shelf  numbers  like 
Vet.A4e.2661  and  8°.D.2.Art  soon  seem 
normal  to  someone  used  to  the  dull 
logic  of  the  Dewey  Decimal  System. 

After  you  fill  up  a  form  and  turn  it  in, 
you  do  something  else  for  a  couple  of 
hours  while  Bodley's  minions  work  away 
underground  finding  your  book  and  the 
conveyor  system,  probably  the  last  mar- 
vel of  Victorian  engineering,  brings  it 
under  the  Broad  Street  and  up  to  the 
reserve  desk  in  the  Tower  Room.  Then 
you  have  your  book.  And  in  the  Upper 
Reading  Room,  the  home  of  history  and 
English  language  and  literature,  you 
have  a  truly  noble  room  to  read  it  in. 
Floods  of  light,  rows  of  portraits,  lines 
of  desks  and  chairs  (albeit  uncomfort- 
able ones),  and  Hertford's  clock  bang- 
ing away  outside  the  windows. 


You  are  at  the  centre  of  the  world, 
the  reader's  world.  There  are  periodicals 
and  works  likely  to  be  used  frequently 
on  the  shelves  around  you;  there  are 
four  million  books  below  you;  there  are 
manuscripts  across  the  way  in  Duke 
Humfrey.  And  out  beyond,  among  the 
dreaming  spires  of  the  world's  most 
beautiful  city,  are  all  those  other  li- 
braries. 

Entry  into  this  paradise  is  easy.  All 
you  have  to  do  is  read  out  this  pledge 
to  one  of  Bodley's  librarians:  "I  hereby 
undertake  not  to  remove  from  the  Li- 
brary, or  to  mark,  deface,  or  injure  in 
any  way,  any  volume,  document,  or 
other  object  belonging  to  it  or  in  its 
custody;  not  to  bring  into  the  Library 
or  kindle  therein  any  fire  or  flame,  and 
not  to  smoke  in  the  Library;  and  I 
promise  to  obey  all  rules  of  the  Library." 
The  only  obligation  is  to  be  grateful. 


Mr.  Aiken,  professor  of  English,  was  the  first  Sweet 
Briar  faculty  member  to  receive  the  Kenan  Enrich- 
ment Grant  which  he  used  to  study  at  Oxford  Uni- 
versity during  his  sabbatical  year,  1977-78.  He  pre- 
viously received  B.A.  and  M.A.  degrees  from  Oxford. 


Minutes  of  Council  Meeting 


October  18,  1978 


The  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Library  was  called  to 
order  at  2:05  p.m.  in  Room  202  of  the 
Library  by  the  Chairman,  Anne  Pannell  Taylor. 
Those  present  were:  Anne  Pannell  Taylor, 
Chairman;  Peter  Daniel,  Treasurer;  and  Henry 
James,  Secretary.  Also,  Leif  Aagaard,  Robert 
Artinian,  Mary  Rryan,  Ross  Dabney,  Janet 
Foster,  Martha  Ann  Fuller,  Lyn  Grones,  Mary 
Hartman,  Jan  Johnson,  Joan  Kent,  Elizabeth 
Lipscomb,  Helen  Masur,  Evelyn  Mullen,  An- 
toinette Nelson,  Dean  Beatrice  Patt,  Ann 
Reams,    Herbert    Trotter,    Dorothy    Vickery, 


Helen  Watt,  Elizabeth  Wood,  Mark  Whittaker, 
and  Patricia  Wright. 

In  extending  a  welcome  to  the  Council, 
Mrs.  Taylor  introduced  two  ex-officio  mem- 
bers: Martha  Ann  Fuller,  the  new  Director 
of  the  Annual  Fund  of  the  College;  and 
Dorothy  S.  Vickery,  newly  appointed  editor 
of  the  Library  Gazette.  She  also  announced 
two  new  life  members:  Jane  Piper,  '74.  who 
has  established  a  book  fund  in  memory  of 
Babette  Levy,  and  an  anonymous  alumna,  '74, 
whose  father  has  given  a  life  membership  in 
her  name. 
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Mr.  James  was  asked  to  read  the  sections 
of  the  constitution  which  had  been  re-written 
to  allow  for  expansion  of  the  Council  mem- 
bership. With  the  exception  of  a  change  to 
be  made  in  one  word,  the  revised  constitu- 
tion was  accepted  and  will  be  voted  on  for 
final  approval  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  April, 
1979. 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Daniel  distributed  copies  of  the  Fi- 
nancial Report  for  December  1966  through 
September  30,  197S,  which  showed  an  un- 
committed cash  balance  of  $6,651  and  an  op- 
erating budget  of  $3,300. 

In  answer  to  a  question  from  Mrs.  Grones 
about  expenditures  for  the  Browsing  Room, 
Mr.  James  explained  that  most  had  gone  for 
refurnishing  and  additions  to  the  record-tape 
collection.  Mrs.  Wood  asked  about  the  in- 
creased amount  for  postage  and  supplies.  Mr. 
James  replied  that  the  Development  Office 
formerly  paid  for  mailing  the  Gazette  and 
membership  letters,  an  expense  now  incorpo- 
rated in  the  Friends'  operating  budget. 

Mrs.  Taylor  asked  whether  a  mass  mailing 
should  be  considered,  but  it  was  decided  that 
the  membership  return  did  not  warrant  the 
expense.  Mr.  Whittaker  reported  that  the 
last  such  mailing  cost  over  45  cents  per  dol- 
lar. He  felt  that  the  Friends  would  benefit 
as  well  by  mailing  to  a  selected  list  of  all 
past  and  present  members  of  the  Friends. 

Martha  Ann  Fuller  reported  that  mem- 
berships in  all  categories  had  increased  this 
year,  especially  with  11  Alumnae  Clubs;  19 
Students;  184  Regular;  29  Family;  9  Bene- 
factor and  Founding  (over  $100),  and  two 
Life  Memberships.  Mrs.  Fuller  has  written 
Alumnae  Clubs  asking  that  they  appoint 
liaison  persons  to  inform  club  members  about 
the  Friends'  activities  and  to  recruit  new 
members  for  the  Friends.  It  was  proposed 
that  the  College  Bulletin  and  Alumnae  Mag- 
azine be  used  to  keep  alumnae  informed. 

GREETINGS  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT 

Mr.  Daniel  explained  that  President  White- 
man  had  been  called  away  because  of  a  death 
in  the  family,  but  had  asked  him  to  extend 
his  warm  greetings  to  the  Friends  who  have 
contributed  so  much  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Library. 

Mr.  Daniel  referred  to  the  financial  support 
of  the  Friends  which  is  of  growing  importance 
in  these  days  of  inflated  costs,  and  to  the 
host  of  special  contributions  they  have  made 
over  the  years.  The  latter  include  the  fine  col- 


lection of  rare  books  which  are  increasing 
yearly  in  value;  the  revitalized  Browsing 
Room;  and  the  endowment  which  already  is 
producing  income  for  maintenance  of  the 
special  collections  and  other  needs. 

He  also  spoke  of  the  current  problems  of 
shortage  of  space  coupled  with  the  high 
price  of  books,  prompting  Miss  Mullen  to  ask 
about  the  status  of  the  cooperative  storage 
facility.  She  was  told  that  this  plan  is  still 
actively  under  consideration. 


LIBRARY  CONCERNS 

Mr.  James  told  about  the  present  concerns 
of  the  Library  as  they  relate  to  the  interests 
of  the  Friends: 

a)  Rare  Book  Room.  Because  of  space  limi- 
tations, the  Library  must  restrict  any  new 
treasures  it  can  accept  for  this  area  which 
houses  both  its  special  collections  and  the 
archives. 

b)  Browsing  Room.  The  growing  number  of 
books  of  contemporary  literature  and  beauti- 
fully illustrated  volumes,  acquired  for  this 
popular  room,  is  filling  shelves,  and  more 
space  is  needed  for  additional  records  and 
tapes  of  poetry  and  play  readings,  now  in- 
creasingly used  for  teaching.  The  modern 
languages  department  has  asked  for  more 
foreign  newspapers  and  periodicals. 

c)  Acquisitions  Policy.  Because  of  rising  book 
costs  ( a  68  percent  increase  in  ten  years ) 
and  diminishing  space  in  both  main  Library- 
stacks  and  departmental  libraries,  only  books 
of  demonstrated  quality  and  usefulness  can 
now  be  afforded. 


LIBRARY  NEEDS  COMMITTEE 

The  requests  from  the  faculty  and  the  Li- 
brary for  a  total  of  107  books  at  a  cost  of 
$3,7S0  were  discussed,  and  the  list  was  ap- 
proved for  purchase. 

The  request  from  the  English  department 
for  a  series  of  the  Oxford  English  Novels  was 
considered  separately,  as  it  involved  the  ac- 
quisition policy  of  the  Friends.  The  books 
cost  about  $6.50  each,  the  total  purchase 
amounting  to  $300.  The  question  was  whether 
the  Friends  or  the  College  should  buy  the 
books  or,  as  suggested  by  the  committee,  di- 
vide the  cost.  After  discussion  as  to  whether 
the  traditional  purchase  policy  of  the  Friends 
might  be  violated,  a  motion  was  passed  that 
the  novels  could  be  considered  as  a  set  and, 
therefore,  the  total  cost  paid.  Mrs.  Wood 
suggested  that  the  minutes  indicate  that  this 
action  was  not  intended  to  set  a  precedent. 
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EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

In  view  of  the  problems  presented,  Mrs. 
Taylor  said  that  the  Executive  Committee  pro- 
posed that  an  ad  hoc  committee  be  appointed 
to  study  future  policy  for  the  expenditure  of 
Friends'  funds,  and  to  give  a  report  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Friends  in  April,  1979. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  Dean,  a  faculty  mem- 
ber, the  treasurer  of  the  Friends  and  some 
Council  member  should  be  invited  to  serve  on 
this    committee. 

NEW  BUSINESS 

Mr.  Trotter  urged  that  the  Library  study 
its  space  requirements  for  future  growth. 
and  Mr.  James  explained  that  this  had  al- 
ready been  done  and  several  options  are 
being  considered.  Mrs.  Lipscomb  stressed 
the  need  for  state-wide  cooperation  among 
libraries  to  share  the  costs  of  expensive  books. 
and  Miss  Mullen  mentioned  the  decrease  in 
federal  funds  to  the  states  for  cooperative 
projects. 


Mr.  James  cited  plans  in  the  State  Library 
for  a  computerized  network  of  holdings  in 
Virginia  libraries  and  the  possibility  of  a 
terminal  to  the  data  base  in  the  Southeastern 
Library  Network.  He  also  spoke  of  the  forth- 
coming State  and  White  House  Conferences 
on  Libraries  and  Information  Services  sched- 
uled for  1979. 

Mrs.  Taylor  asked  if  it  were  the  will  of  the 
group  that  she  write  a  letter  to  state  and  fed- 
eral legislators  on  behalf  of  increased  fund- 
ing for  libraries  and  more  inter-library  co- 
operation. There  was  general  approval  of  this 
and  Mrs.  Fuller  was  asked  to  draft  such  a 
letter. 

Miss  Mullen  presented  a  short  report  on 
the  American  Library  Association  Friends  of 
Libraries  News. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  3:50  p.m. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Henry  James,  Jr. 
Secretary 


BOOKS  AUTHORIZED  FOR  PURCHASE  BY  THE  COUNCIL,  October  197S 


The  Library  Needs  Committee  sub- 
mitted to  the  Council  requests  from 
the  departments  for  oxer  100  books. 
As  these  are  too  many  books  for  review,  or 
even  for  listing,  only  a  sampling  can  be  com- 
mented upon: 

Books  in  Sets 

The  purchases  will  include  a  selection  of 
16  books  from  the  Family  in  America  series 
published  by  Arno  Press,  and  44  of  the  Oxford 
English  Novels,  the  18th  and  19th  century 
classics  published  by  Oxford  University  Press. 

The  first  set,  requested  by  the  history  de- 
partment, covers  many  different  aspects  of 
family  life  and  society,  ranging  from  Colonial 
times  to  the  Twentieth  Century,  with  prob- 
lems of  marriage  and  parenthood,  youth  and 
senescence  discussed  by  experts  on  the  sub- 
jects. 

The  Oxford  English  novels  will  fill  gaps  in 
the  college's  collection,  replace  outworn  vol- 
umes, and  provide  duplicates  as  needed.  Each 
of  the  novels  is  introduced  with  a  scholarly 
critique,  and  contains  notes,  bibliography  and 
chronology,  together  with  a  text  edited  to 
make  it  as  definitive  as  modern  scholarship 
can    determine. 

The  English   Department   also   requested   a 


valuable  edition  of  William  Blake's  Writings, 
profusely  illustrated  by  the  author  and  pub- 
lished handsomely  by  Clarendon  Press,  and 
a  special  edition  from  the  same  press  of 
Charles  Dickens'  Little  Dorrit  and  The  Mis- 
cellaneous Works  of  John  Bunt/on. 

The  Plan  of  St.  Gall 

A  work  for  interdisciplinary  studies  in  med- 
ieval art  and  religion  is  The  Plan  of  St.  Gall 
by  Walter  Horn  and  Earnest  Born,  art  historian 
and  architect  respectively,  to  be  published  by 
the  I  niversiH  of  California  Press  in  three  vol- 
umes. This  is  a  study  of  the  architecture, 
economy,  and  life  in  a  paradigmatic  Caro- 
lingian  monastery  in  Switzerland  in  the  ninth 
century.  The  books  unfold  a  history  of  one  ot 
the  great  early  Western  efforts  at  community 
organization.  The  plan  which  survives  as 
a  unique  parchment  in  the  library  of  the  former 
monastery  at  St.  Call  was  intended  by  its 
Benedictine  originators  to  standardize  monas- 
tic planning  throughout  Europe. 

The  work  is  the  result  of  an  exemplar)'  ar- 
tistic as  well  as  scholarly  collaboration.  There 
are  approximately  1,200  illustrations,  many 
in  color,  with  some  portions  of  the  plan  re- 
produced in  actual  size.  An  example  of  the 
finest  in  bookmaking,  this  work  will  be  off  the 
press  in  tin-  spring  of  1979. 
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Art  History 

This  departmental  library  will  be  enhanced 
by  five  volumes,  including  monographs  on 
Fra  Angelico  by  John  Pope-Hennessey,  a  re- 
vised edition  containing  much  new  material; 
on  Adam  Elsheimer  by  Keith  Andrews,  a  first 
monograph  in  English  on  this  important  artist; 
and.  on  Robert  Motherwell,  a  major  20th  cen- 
tury artist,  by  H.  H.  Arnason. 

A  book  which  will  fill  a  gap  in  the  library 
has  been  ordered:  French  Sculptors  of  the  17th 
and  18th  Centuries  by  Francois  Souchal,  the 
first  in  a  projected  three-volume  catalogue 
with  photographs  of  every  sculpture  of  the 
period  still  extant.  Souchal  aims  at  a  re- 
valuation of  sculptors  who  produced  art  of  a 
high  quality  during  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV, 
but  whose  works  have  been  criticized  as  aca- 
demic and  generally  ignored. 

The  acquisition  of  Insular  Manuscripts  from 
the  6th  to  the  9th  Century  by  J.J.G.  Alex- 
ander will  add  to  a  series  by  this  scholar,  al- 
ready in  possession  of  the  art  library,  on  il- 
luminated manuscripts  in  the  British  Isles. 
This  latest  volume  contains  78  of  the  most 
significant  manuscripts  of  the  period,  among 
them  such  familiar  ones  as  the  Book  of  Dur- 
row,  the  Lindisfarnc  Gospels,  the  St.  Gall 
Gospel  Book,  and  the  Book  of  Kclls. 

For  the  performing  arts,  a  reference  useful 
to  students  of  music,  dance  and  theatre  was 
requested:  A  Biographical  Dictionary  of  Ac- 
tors, Actresses,  Musicians,  Dancers.  Managers 
and  Other  Stage  Personnel  in  London,  1660- 
1800. 

Additions  in  French  will  be  seven  books  on 
poetry,  the  theatre,  French  history,  and  the 
language.  Heading  the  list  in  order  of  pre- 
ference was  he  poetc  ct  1c  prince  by  Daniel 
Poirion,  a  1978  reprint  of  the  Paris  edition  of 
1965. 

The  complete  works  of  Alfonsina  Storni 
have  been  ordered  for  Spanish  literature  stud- 
ies, as  well  as  a  critical  work  on  Storni,  From 
Poetess  to  Poet,  by  Rachel  Phillips. 


use  to  both  faculty  and  students  in  biology 
courses,  and  to  the  Psychology  Department's 
animal  behavior  course  and  the  environmental 
studies  program. 

Another  text  on  Toxins:  Animal,  Plant  and 
Microbial  is  for  faculty  and  student  research, 
and  for  courses  in  physiology  and  invetebrate 
zoology. 

Several  new  reviews  or  handbooks  on  or- 
ganic chemistry  studies  and  data  will  be  im- 
portant additions  for  the  Chemistry  Depart- 
ment. 

Library    References 

A  number  of  bibliographies  and  other  ref- 
erence materials  will  be  acquired  by  the  Li- 
brary, including  The  Times  Atlas  of  World 
History,  1978,  distributed  through  American 
Heritage,  and  Leon  Friedman's  Justices  of  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  1789-1969,  in 
four  volumes,  and  Volume  V,  published  in 
1978.  A  third  reference.  A  Historical  Atlas  of 
South  Asia,  published  by  the  University  of 
Chicago  Press,  will  be  purchased  jointly  by 
the  Friends  and  an  XEH  grant. 

The  Library  will  also  have  five  collected 
volumes  of  the  Classical  World  Bibliographies 
which  have  appeared  in  the  official  journal  of 
The  Classical  Association  of  the  Atlantic 
States.  The  bibliographies  are  arranged  the- 
matically  around  the  topics  of  Greek  and  Rom- 
an drama,  poetry,  philosophy,  religion,  rhetoric 
and  history.  Scholars  and  students  have  found 
them  invaluable. 


Memorial  Fund 

June  Piper.  74.  who  has  become  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Friends,  contributed  810.000 
to  establish  the  Babette  Levy  Library  Book- 
Fund.  The  late  Dr.  Levy.  English  professor, 
was  an  editor  of  the  Gazette  following  her  re- 
tirement from  Sweet  Briar  in  1973. 


In  the  Interests  of  Science 

A  book  of  27  essays  on  Tropical  Trees  as 
Living  Systems  will  have  immediate  use  in  a 
Winter  Term  course  on  the  Tropical  Rain 
Forest.  The  essays  resulted  from  a  symposium 
held  at  the  Harvard  Forest  in  1976. 

The  Biology  of  the  Mollusca  and  Biology  of 
Intertidal  Animals  are  up-to-date  reviews  of  a 
vast  literature  which  is  not  readily  available 
for  studies  at  Sweet  Briar.    Thev  will  be  of 


A  Faculty  Publication 

An  Appendix  ( 1978  )  to  A  Field  Guide  to  the 
Birds  of  Mexico  (1972)  by  Ernest  P.  Edwards 
is  now  available  in  paperback.  The  basic  field 
guide  plus  appendix  now  covers  all  Middle 
American  birds  except  some  in  Panama.  Dr. 
Edwards,  who  is  Dorys  McConnell  Duberg 
Professor  of  Ecology,  has  in  preparation  a  book 
on  birds  of  the  world. 
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A  Great  Lady  of  the  South 


Amelie  Gayle  Gorgas 

A  Biography 

By  Mary  Tabb  Johnston  and  Elizabeth 
Johnston  Lipscomb.  Illustrated.  16S  pp.  The 
University  of  Alabama  Press. 


This  is  the  engaging  story  of  a  dis- 
tinguished woman  of  antebellum  days 
who  survived  the  difficult  readjustments 
of  life  in  the  postbellum  South  to  pursue 
a  career  of  academic  distinction.  It  is  a 
record  not  only  of  Amelia  Gayle  Gorgas 
and  her  family  relationships  and  work, 
but  an  account  of  the  segment  of  19th 
century  American  society  in  which  she 
lived. 

The  book  is  the  collaborative  work 
of  Mary  Tabb  Johnston  of  Blacksburg. 
Virginia,  a  friend  of  the  Gorgas  family, 
and  her  daughter,  Elizabeth  Johnston 
Lipscomb,  '59,  assistant  professor  of 
English  at  Randolph-Macon  Woman's 
College  and  a  member  of  the  Friends 
of  the  Sweet  Briar  Library  Council. 

Research  on  the  life  and  times  of 
Amelia  Gayle  Gorgas  (1826-1913)  was 
begun  by  Dr.  Anne  Pannell  Taylor  when 
she  was  a  member  of  the  history  faculty 
at  the  University  of  Alabama.  As  she 
was  unable  to  continue  with  the  book 
when  she  became  president  of  Sweet 
Briar,    the   work   was   carried    to   com- 


pletion by  Mrs.  Johnston,  who  had  al- 
ready assisted  in  the  research. 

According  to  the  authors,  Mrs.  Gorgas 
is  usually  identified  as  the  daughter  of 
John  Gayle,  once  governor  of  Alabama, 
the  wife  of  the  Confederate  General 
Josiah  Gorgas,  and  the  mother  of  Gen- 
eral William  Crawford  Gorgas,  famous 
for  his  conquest  of  yellow  fever  in  Cuba 
and  the  Panama  Canal  Zone.  Yet  she 
should  have  more  interest  for  contemp- 
orary readers  for  her  own  accomplish- 
ments than  for  reflected  glory.  She  was 
known  throughout  her  native  state  for 
the  influence  she  exerted  on  students 
at  the  University  of  Alabama  during  her 
twenty-five  years  of  service  as  librarian, 
and  the  University  library  is  named  for 
her. 

And  her  life  holds  another  fascination 
for  20th  century  readers.  To  quote  from 
the  Introduction  to  her  biography:  "Al- 
though her  life  seems  in  many  ways 
'liberated,'  she  was  not  a  feminist.  Her 
attitude  perhaps  reflects  that  of  many 
women  of  her  age  and  class  who  had 
to  be  competent  managers  to  provide 
for  their  large  families  and  yet  at  the 
same  time  enjoyed  occupying  the  pedes- 
tal provided  for  them  by  popular  senti- 
ment. 


The  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Masur 


Alumnae  who  knew  Dr.  Gerhard 
Masur  will  be  interested  to  know  that 
his  memoirs,  entitled  Das  Ungeicissc 
Herz,  have  been  published  posthu- 
mously in  German  by  the  Blenheim  Pub- 
lishing Company  of  Holyoke,  Mas"s.  The 
book  was  displayed  in  a  special  stall  at 
the  1978  book  fair  in  Frankfort,  Ger- 
many. 

Professor  Masur  s  memoirs  cover  the 
period  from  his  youth  to  1936  when  dur- 
ing the  Hitler  regime  he  left  Germany 


to  go  to  South  America.  There  is  an  ap- 
pendix with  several  of  his  poems,  and 
an  introduction  by  his  friend,  Dr.  Wil- 
mont  Haacke.  The  dust  cover  has  a 
beautiful  color  photograph  of  the  pro- 
fessor at  Lake  Como,  taken  by  his  wife, 
Helen  Masur. 

Dr.  Masur  was  an  illustrious  member 
of  the  history  department  for  twenty 
years,  and  he  was  chairman  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Library  at  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1975. 
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National  and  State  Conferences  on  Libraries 


Reference  was  made  at  the  Coun- 
cil meeting  in  October  to  forth- 
coming national  and  state  meet- 
ings at  which  library  users  will  have  a 
unique  opportunity  to  express  their 
needs  and  to  voice  their  support  for 
their  local  libraries.  In  addition,  li- 
brarians will  discuss  the  possibilities  for 
more  funding,  for  increased  inter-library 
cooperation,  and  for  establishment  of  a 
nation-wide  networks  system  to  increase 
access  to  collections  and  to  improve  all 
library  resources. 

Most  states  and  regions  have  insti- 
tuted conferences  to  engage  the  par- 
ticipation of  their  citizens  and  to  en- 
courage them  to  declare  what  their  in- 
formation needs  really  are  and  how  li- 
braries can  best  fulfill  them.  These 
meetings  will  precede  the  first  \\ 'bite 
House  Conference  on  Library  and  In- 
formation Services  to  be  held  October 
28  to  November  1,  1979,  and  prelim- 
inary to  this,  Governor  John  N.  Dalton 
has  designated  a  Virginia  Conference 
on  March  29  to  31  in  Richmond.  Already 
there  has  been  a  series  of  regional  meet- 
ings in  Virginia  to  consider  the  issues  at 
the  grass  roots  level,  and  to  initiate  the 
selection  of  some  300  delegates  to  the 
Richmond  conference. 

Two-thirds  of  these  delegates  will  be 
citizens,  or  lay  people:  consumers  of 
library  and  information  services.  One- 
third  will  be  library-related:  librarians, 
information  and  audio-visual  specialists, 
media  specialists  in  schools,  educators, 
and  trustees  concerned  with  the  admin- 


istration, policies,  and  support  of  their 
institutions.  Friends  of  the  Library  are 
considered  "lay  persons,"  and  President 
Harold  Whiteman  has  been  asked  to 
nominate  delegates  to  the  Virginia  Gov- 
ernor's Conference.  Such  nominees  must 
be  residents  of  Virginia,  but  if  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Friends  would  be  interested 
in  going  to  Richmond  in  March,  Presi- 
dent Whiteman  would  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you. 

Delegates  will  be  expected  to  read 
and  study  all  the  background  materials 
sent  to  them,  attend  a  delegate  caucus 
to  be  held  in  late  February  or  early 
March,  attend  the  Governor's  meeting 
in  late  March,  and  go  to  the  White 
House  Conference  if  elected  to  do  so. 
All  the  expenses  of  official  delegates  will 
be  met  by  the  Virginia  Conference  Com- 
mittee. According  to  a  Joint  Resolution 
passed  by  the  93rd  Congress  in  Decem- 
ber 1974,  "The  purpose  of  the  White 
House  Conference  shall  be  to  develop 
recommendations  for  the  further  im- 
provement of  the  nation's  libraries  and 
information  centers  and  their  use  by  the 
public  ..." 

Forms  for  each  delegate  to  fill  out 
are  available  from  either  President 
Whiteman's  office  or  through  Henry 
James  in  the  Sweet  Briar  College  Li- 
brary. Such  applications  are  due  in 
December. 

Henry  ]ames,  Jr. 
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